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Along with hundreds of thousands of others who followed the news, we 
watched with joy and excitement while 33 Chilean miners were rescued 
from 700 meters below the earth’s surface after 69 dark harrowing days. 
 

It’s no wonder that the men came out thinking of two things, God and the 
people they love. 
 

When we are left to consider what’s most important in life we inevitably 
turn to “love God, love people” just as the scripture says are the two 
greatest rules for life. 
 
Mk 12:30,31 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ The 

second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment 
greater than these.”  
 

Ro 13:10 ... love is the fulfillment of the law.  
 

The rescued miners demonstrated an important lesson for us. In a crisis we 
learn to focus on what really matters and recognize the frivolities of life for what 
they really are.  
 

The Holy Spirit will always draws us back to the heart of the matter: Love God, 
love others.  
 

The Devil Deals a Blow 
 

We’ve been trying to lower our number of children before we leave for Canada for two 
reasons. Our staff need less pressure while we’re gone and we need more money 
coming in if we’re going to handle large numbers of children. The courts have been 
very gracious to find other solutions for some cases this past year. But lately the babies 
have been pouring in once again. Just this morning  little Sophie arrived. She’s only 

two days old. 
 

While our social worker tries to get  me to say 
“no” to new arrivals, I’ve always had a hard time 
doing that. We’re here for a reason and I don’t 
ever want to forget our purpose. 
 

We recently had a rough reminder of the need.  It 
was with sad horror that we heard the Riobamba 
news reports of a little newborn who had been abandoned in an old house, but was 
found dead and dismembered by dogs. 
 

It’s a terrible blow to us knowing that here we are available and the child didn’t 
have a chance. 
 

The world needs to know Jesus. 
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 Ron and Glenda Allan    Email: allans@arkchildrenshomes.com 
     0601-168 Riobamba                    Telephone: (011 593) 3 260-2559 

 Ecuador, S. America        Web: http://www.arkchildrenshomes.com 
 

Calls are free from Kelowna  (or the cost of a call to Kelowna) which calls direct to us in Ecuador.  1-250-448-1922 

October News 2010 

Magali gets a kiss from her little brother Tito. 

Anaela is just too beautiful. 

Mari 

What we think about on our deathbed. 
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We had just been in Quito in front of the 
presidential palace the night we went to pick 
up Isaac from the airport. Then suddenly it was on the news. The president had been at-
tacked and kidnapped.  
 

It began when the police began to get riled because their bonuses were being lowered. 
They began a strike that quickly turned violent and some were threatening the president’s 

life. Since there was no police presence to protect the nation, criminal activity and lawlessness was rampant all over the 
country. Banks and businesses were robbed and people were assaulted and robbed on the streets. Many took the law 
into their own hands and criminals got their punishment without trial. In the midst of it all, we were fine.  
 

Finally in a volley of bullets, the president was saved and people were dead. 
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When I studied psychology, I remember a teaching on 
“functional fixedness.” The idea was that problem solving can 
be difficult for people who are unaccustomed to using an object 
outside of its intended purpose. 
 

We don’t have that difficulty here. We have to always be on 
guard for what we feel is misuse of our possessions. For in-
stance, once we came across a construction worker using our 
baby bathtub to mix cement. We found the boards from our 
stored bunk beds cut up to make something else. The tips are 
gone off all the ends of our good kitchen knives and the tines 
on 90% of our forks are bent and twisted. We don’t know why. 
 

We have had to refill our sandbox twice because of construction workers using all the sand. 
The cooks make juice in our pots instead of in the pitchers we provide. Face cloths become 
dish cloths, and dish cloths are used on babies’ faces. 
 

The good news is, at least our staff know how to “think outside the box!” 
 

Almost Time! 
 

We’re doing all that we can to prepare for our big trip in 
January. We will visit family, as well as travelling around 

visiting friends and sharing about the work here. It’s been two years of planning and 
hiring staff, getting everything ready for the time when our family will not be here. We’re 
thankful that Isaac and Naomi will stay to help out. 
 

Our right-hand lady is Carmita. She will manage the home for us while we’re gone. 
We’ll have our hotline phone setup for emergency calls to us while we’re in Canada, 
and Ron has his camera system ready to watch from his laptop. 
 

Before we leave we still have to hire two more staff to help maintain life at the Ark. 
Christmas is coming which is lots of work and lots of party time. Then Kati will cele-
brate her 15th birthday with a huge formal party. We’re trying to spend as much “quality time” with the kids as possible 
before we have to leave them for 6 months. We’ve tried to arrange our trip to be home in Riobamba when we are most 
needed. 
 

But we are getting excited! 

“Mom” (Glenda) watches 
over the kids playing from 
her window. 

Miley isn’t quite ready to face 
the action yet. 

Ron and I, Naomi and friend Frejol wait for 
Isaac (Gringo Loco)  to arrive at the airport. 

We walk by the presidential palace. 

Shortly after our visit. 

Carmita holds Oliver 
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How Serious are we Really? 
 
I remember a missionary some 30 years ago who 
spoke to us about sacrifice. He was so committed 
to seeing the kingdom of God come to the earth 
that he wouldn’t focus on his own material com-
fort. We heard he had two outfits of clothes, one to 
wear when he was washing the other one. Earthly 
possessions were not his concern. 
 

It’s easy to forget what we are about.  We can be busy in our day being kind and thoughtful yet forget why. We might talk 
about God, listen to God teachings and never spend time with God himself. We can put our trust in God, yet neglect to 
pray. 

 

Worse yet is our emphasis on regular life. We think of our daily activities as most 
important, and the kingdom  of God as secondary. 
 

Paul resolved to know nothing but “Jesus crucified.” He said, “Woe to me if I do not 
preach the gospel.” 
 

Yet we feel like we’re doing God a favour while we treat prayer, ministry and time 
with God as hobbies that we may or may not find time for. Watchman Nee wrote a 
book on the “Normal Christian Life.” Being a “normal” biblical Christian isn’t quite the 
same as what’s become “normal” for a Christian 
in this day and age.  
 

We have a lot of Allan kids, plus the many others 
we are raising. They receive counsel from teach-
ers, friends and fellow believers on how to make 

money, and the importance of spending years in the educational system to become a 
professional something… to make money.  
 

But how many people encourage youth to spend their lives for the sake of the gospel? 
We have forgotten who we serve. Money is not God. Having a high educational de-
gree is not righteousness. Being a professional is not our primary goal as believers. 
 

Isaiah 58:10 encourages us,  “spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the oppressed.” How can we be spent for the sake of the hungry if we are simply concentrating on getting a 
better paycheck? 
 

When we were young I remember that everywhere I went the goal was to own a house. I can say with confidence that if 
you don’t make that your life goal, God will still give you a home wherever he leads you. 
 

I think it’s great that young people come to the mission field for a week or two. That’s a good initiation into “spending our 
lives…” But for most that’s not their real purpose. More likely they just want a 
chance to see other countries before getting into the world of “make myself and my 
family comfortable.” 
 

I’m not against comfort. I like it. But it seems to me that we didn’t sign on for that. 
 
“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for 
a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can 
a man give in exchange for his soul?  
  (Matthew 16:24-26) 

 
  Selah. 
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The Allan family will be arriving from Ontario to Kelowna, BC the 
first of February and we need a place to live for 5 months. We have 
our kids searching for places to rent, but if you happen to know of 
somewhere, please let us know. There will be 9 of us. 

Jhon, Anthony and Marcos in a 
serious discussion about Mickey 

 DONATIONS 
For Tax Receipts in Canada: 

The Ark Kids Ministries 
964 Arbor View Drive 

Kelowna, BC. Canada,  
V1W 5A1 

Phone 250-764-0472 

 

On our website we have Paypal 
which allows online donations 

with your credit card.   
Website is 

www.arkchildrenshomes.com 

For Tax Receipts in the 
States send cheques to: 

The Ark Children’s Homes 
P.O Box 2352, Abingdon,  

Virginia, 24212  USA 

  


